THE POTENTIAL IMPACT OF FUNDING

CUTS FOR ILLINOIS LIBRARIES

On March 14, 2025, President Trump signed an executive order
eliminating the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS)
“to the maximum extent consistent with applicable law.”

What does this mean for libraries in lllinois?

TO HAVE THRIVING COMMUNITIES,
WE NEED THRIVING LIBRARIES.

Libraries are critical institutions for their communities. Funding cuts at any level
have the potential to disrupt programs and services, including the interlibrary
loan delivery service that transports over 11 million items statewide per year.

More Than Just Books
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Library Funding in lllinois

The most common way that libraries are funded in lllinois is through
local property taxes. Most public libraries also receive grants from the
llinois State Library (such as the Per Capita and Equalization Grants)
but those are typically a relatively small portion of their budget.

ALLOCATION OF IMLS FUNDING IN ILLINOIS
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el Statewide Services
$2.5 million to IHLS and RAILS for delivery/interlibrary loan
$7M $1.8 million for OCLC’s WorldCat Discovery & FirstSearch services subscription
$166,000 for the iLEAD trustee learning and leadership portal
$6M $100,000 to lllinois Libraries Present
@ Additional Funding
$5M
$2.4 million to individual libraries, academic institutions, and library consortia
$4AM @ Individual Library Grants
$526,000 for Project Next Generation
$3M $420,000 for lllinois Department of Corrections (IDOC) for library materials
@ Library Workforce Development
$2M
$111,000 for public library director leadership training
$IM @ State Library Operations & Programs

$80,000 for print subscriptions to support reference services
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Advocating for lllinois Libraries

There are many options for making your voice
heard about the impact of these cuts. The

following organizations are helping mobilize The lllinois Heartland
library advocacy efforts: Library System (IHLS) and
Reaching Across lllinois
American Library Association Library System (RAILS)
lllinois Library Association are the two multitype
EveryLibrary library systems in lllinois.
They provide:

e interlibrary loan delivery

OTHER TIPS e continuing education

and consulting services

As a trustee, you are an important voice for

o . . e shared catalog and

your local public library in the community. _
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Talking about your experience at the library
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impact that the library has. Here are some more e museum and attractions
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Share your story about why you

serve as a public library trustee Funding for IHLS, RAILS, and

Chi Public Lib
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why your library is worth funding System is provided through

the lllinois State Library and
Encourage friends and neighbors to the Secretary of State, with
get their library card funds appropriated by the

lllinois General Assembly.

Brought to you by lllinois Heartland Library System & Reaching Across lllinois Library System.

For more information: [HLS - 618.656.3216; ihlseillinoisheartland.org | RAILS - 630.734.5000; communicationserailslibraries.org




